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RECOMMENDATION:

That the Deputy Leader of the Council (presently Councillor Anita Leech) be
removed as a Director of the Wirral Growth Company LLP and be replaced by
the Cabinet portfolio holder for Children, Families and Education (presently
Councillor Tom Usher).

REASONS FOR THE DECISIONM

In March 2019 the then Leader of the Council made a decision appointing the
holders of the role of Deputy Leader of the Council and the Cabinet Portfolio
holder for Jobs and Growth as Directors of the Wirral Growth Company LLP.

The current Deputy Leader of the Council was appointed as a Director of Wirral
Growth Company LLP in May 2019 and has also subsequently become the
Cabinet Member with portfolio for the Local Plan. As part of the Local Plan
process advice has been sought from Queen’s Counsel which has confirmed
that it is no longer legally appropriate for the Deputy Leader to also fulfil a
position as one of the Council’s Directors on the Wirral Growth Company LLP
due to a technical conflict between the respective roles. As a result, it is
required that there is a change in the Council's representative as a Director of
Wirral Growth Company LLP as a matter of urgency. This will ensure the
business of the LLP and it's relationship with the Council is conducted in
accordance with good governance and enable the business of the LLP to be
dispatched expeditiously.

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE

The recommendations are made further to legal advice from the Monitoring
Officer and the Section 151 Officer has confirmed that they do not incur
unlawful expenditure. They are also compliant with equality legislation. The
recommendations reflect the core principles of good governance set out in the
Council's Code of Corporate Governance.



This decision has been made as a matter of urgency due to the legal advice
received by the Council from Queen’s Counsel.

4.0 DECLARATION OF INTEREST

4.1 There are no conflicts of interest
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